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Chance at Job would keep youngsters 
busier, and happier, says George FE, So- 
kolsky, noted columnist. 

“‘We had a near riot here when mobs of 
youngsters gathered on Washington’s birth 
day to enter a movie house to hear some 
rock ’n’ roll,’”? wrote Mr. Sokolsky in early 
March, 1957. 

“‘They danced in aisles; they smooched- 
in seats; they banged their feet until the 
fire department and building inspectors had 
to make sure the balconies wouldn’t: col - 
lapse.’’ 

“Is the answer, that these youngsters 
should not be sent to school any more, be- 
cause they have reached the point when 
they cannot learn anything and cannot be 
disciplined at school? Would they be whole- 
some, normal human beings if they were per- 
mitted by law to earn a living and were re- 
quired by their parents to pay for their board 
and lodging??? 

‘*Are we not being too arbitrary about how. 
long children must remain children? Is not 
the law at variance with biologic growth 
and change? Are we not really creating, dis- 
content by keeping a boy at participles when 
he should be operating a machine? Are not- 
some of our youngsters forced to become de- 
linquents because the desire for adventure 
takes the wrong road??? 

“It was different 25 years ago.Now, at l4,a 
child may work in some states during vaca - 
tions and after school hours; in many states, 
not at all, except for their parents or at farm 


amen (See Index, ae work. In some states, it is permissible to - . 
Gigpiéel aie ee take factory jobs at 16; in other states at S 
Where To Buy 110 18. Few unions permit apprentices to learn 
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(EW MEANING of 


july_4th 


S FISHING boats come into Buffalo 

harbor, their skippers see a sign: ‘‘If 
“Bi you do not choose to stop here, Niag- 
‘a Falls will make the decision for you.’’ 
Marian Baker, age 18, looked again at 
e top of the newspaper page. Yes, the 
litorial was titled, ‘“‘An Independence 
ay Message.’’ What on earth did Niagara 
alls have to do with the 4th of July? 
She read on, about a little band of men 
id women who had steered away from the 
nirlpool of tyranny. How they had anchored 
emselves with the Mayflower Compact, 
ymposed of the indestructible principles 
the Christian religion. 
How, when they needed larger anchors, 
e Declaration of Independence and the 


mstitution of the United States of Amer- 
a held them back from the fall’s rushing 


Tents. 
As Marian read, she began to wonder if 


sr country is still anchored in the firm sojl 
' individual reliance and responsibility to 
od, 
Suddenly she felt it was terribly import- 
it that her faith in God be like her fore- 
thers’. That her determination to preserve 
eedom under God be comparable to theirs. 
She saw herself eloquently persuading 
x countrymen to make the choice which 
yuld stop the drift toward the plunge over 
litical cataracis! 
Marian was reading what - 

Spiritual Mobilization 

1521 Wilshire Blvd., 

Los Angeles 17, Calif. 
nt to thousands of individuals and news- 
pers last year as a suggestion for a July 
h editorial, about a different kind of cele- 
ation on our country’s birthday--a '’Free- 
m under God observance of Independence 

7? 

The ‘Freedom under God observance of 
dependence Day’? was originated, under 
iritual Mobilization’s sponsorship, in 
51, by the Committee to Proclaim aie 
ty. The Honorable Herbert Hoover an 
sneral Douglass MacArthur were among 
e Committee’s eighty-nine distinguished 
smbers. 
This annual, 
e support of clergymen, 


ss men, 
nerican who cherishes FREEDOM! 


nationwide effort enlists 
club and busi- 
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teachers, publishers, -- every -~ 
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ga ee §6Abingdon. Press 


Volume 12 


Completing the set. Con- 
tains: books of James - Rev- 
velation in K.J. and R.S.V., 
with commentary; 16-page, 
4-color photo insert; indexes 
to the entire set; general ar- 
ticles. Yours FREE through 
Bonus Certificate Plan. De- 
tails from your bookseller. 

Spring, 1957. $8.75 


. General - Old Testament 
Articles; Genesis-Exodus 

2. Leviticus-Samuel 

3. Kings-Job 

4. Psalms-Proverbs 

5. Ecclesiastes- Jeremiah 

6. Lamentations-Malachi 

7. New Testament Articles; 

Matthew-Mark 

8. Luke-John 

9. Acts-Romans 

0. Corinthians-Ephesians 

1. Philippians-Hebrews 

Each volume, $8.75 


at all bookstores 
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MONROE TRUCKS 


For storing Folding Tables and Chairs 
the easy. modern way Each truck 
handles either tables or chairs. Construc- 
tion of Truck No. TSC permits storage 
in limited space. 
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Transport Truck No. TF 
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AND DISCOUNTS 
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Laws and Delinquency 


(From page 86) 


a trade early enough; and some unions have 
no apprenticeship systems.” 

“Under social conditions now obtaining in 
the USA, for those boys and girls who do not 
plan to go to college, 18 is a late age to 
start learning how to earn a living, These 
boys and girls want pocket money beyond 
what their parents can give them, so that 
they can take their steadies out for a good 
time !”* 

“Tf the youngsters could earn a few dol- 
lars a week, they could have their good 
times normally. A law forbidding a girl un- 
der 18 from working after 7 PM., is as an- 
tiquated as an anti-macassar. What do boys 
and girls of 16 and 17 who hate homework 
usually do after 7 PM? Do all of them sit 
at home watching TV?” 


“Life is really simple if it were not made 
so complicated by those who want to make 
a perfect society here and now and fast, 
Lots of essentially-decent youngsters want 
only a job or to marry early and, if they sur- 
vive military service will probably Stay mar- 
ried and will probably turn out to be up- 
right, working-class citizens,” 
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an accident in the making 


Before you chance another step, is your 
accident insurance up to date? As a 
matter of fact, do you even have in- 
surance in case of an accident? 

Take a good look in the mirror— 
can you honestly afford to be without 
protection? As a full time religious 
worker under 65 years of age, you are 
a preferred risk and entitled to big 
insurance savings. 

_ Discover, without obligation, what 
is available in low cost accident pro- 
tection for ministers, deaconesses, reli- 
gious education directors, YMCA- 
YWCA secretaries, seminary students 
and church-related college instructors. 
Write today for the free ‘“‘Criterion”’ 
policy bulletin. 

ies, THE MINISTERS LIFE 
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10530 Ministers Life Bldg. Minneapolis 16, Minn. 


“Their difficulty is that while the boy 
wants to be a grease monkey in a garage 
or an electrician, he is asked to sit in a 
classroom reading ‘Silas Mariner’ and the 
girl would rather be a waitress or a sales- 
girl than listen to a teacher explain that 
UNESCO is not a disease like polio.”’ 

‘‘Let these youngsters work and grow 
up as normal human beings.”’ 


“YOUTH PUSHED” Too Much, 
Says Former Dean 

‘Society is trying to ‘hustle the young: 
sters into a grown-up Status and retain a 
childhood state’ at the same time,’’ said — 
Dr. Niles Carpenter, dean emeritus of the 
University of Buffalo School of Social Work. — 

‘This inconsistency is making for high-~ 
ly divided and mixed-up sort of person,’ 
the chairman of the university’s Scholar-_ 
ships Committee said. He spoke before 
an area PTA group, and emphasized one 
of the tremendous mistakes of parents is 
their insistence on “‘pushing children in 
to directions in which they have no talent 
liking or chance to succeed.”’ ‘ 

“If your son is happy as a garage m 
‘chanic, don’t put obstacles in his path,”’ 
advised the speaker. 


April, 1 


in 
Unusual 


BUSINESS MAN 


DAVID T. ERICKSON 


HE men who make the headlines by 

reason of the unusual way in which 

their business is conducted are usu- 
lly located in large cities. This is the 
tory of a business man who conducted his 
usiness and lived his life in a striking 
nd original way in a little town of fourteen 
mundred inhabitants. Dan Wright was born, 
ived, and died in the little town of Weeds- 
ort, New York. His name is a household 
vord in that village, but he deserves to be 
nown to a larger circle of people because 
is life and business career were quite out 
f the ordinary. 

I came to know him in this little town in 
entral New York, where I had gone to be- 
ome pastor of the Baptist Church shortly 
fter my graduation from a theological sem- 
nary. As he was chairman of the Board of 
trustees of the Church it was inevitable 
yat we should become rather intimately 
cquainted in a comparatively short time. 
- was well that we did, for our acquain- 
anceship was destined to be short as he 
yas taken from us by a heart attack a little 
ver a year after we had first met. Soon af- 
er settling I called on him and he took me 
nto his tiny office in the rear of the unpre- 
entious little building from which he direc- 
ed his hay and produce business. On this 
‘ecasion as on others our conversation did 
ot concern itself with business affairs, but 
vith matters of ethics and religion. It was 
.ot until after his death that I came to know 
hat the business conducted in this little 
lace ran into hundreds of thousands of dol- 
ars each year. 

The story of his life as it came to light 
n our growing intimacy was very short and 
simple. He was born on a nearby farm and 
1ad lived on the outskirts of the village 
intil he had gone into business for himself. 
What education he possessed had been ac- 
quired in the local school. Thus his entire 
life, except for brief business excursions - 
nto the outer world, was limited to an area 
sf a few square miles. The significance of 
the life of this small-town business man 
same out in unsuspected revelations of his 
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character and business methods as_ they 
were related to me by others. His own warm 
human character was evidenced at every 
contact I saw him make. 

Sometimes he would invite me to ride 
with him as he drove about the country-side 
inspecting and appraising crops. He not only 
knew who lived on every farm but knew the 
problems and difficulties of each family 
and was genuinely concerned about them. 
Now and then, his comments would be in- 
terspersed with brief sentences about his 
own hopes and plans, and ambitions, and 
these revealed the inner spirit of the man. 
On one occasion, as we drove by a farm, he 
said, somewhat ruefully: ‘“‘This place be- 
longs to.. ;, but he doesn’t always let me 
handle his crops. He always shops around 
to see if he can’t get a better price from 
some one else.” It always hurt him to know 
there was any one who doubted either his 
integrity or ability. When we passed by the 
field of a young farmer who had just recent- 
ly taken over a piece of land, he said: “This 
young fellow was just starting out and | 
knew he needed money so J paid him a very 
good price for his crops. I lost money on it. 
Now he is going around saying that he got 
the better of Dan Wright.”’ With a wry smile 
he added: ‘“That rather hurts.”’ 

On one occasion, as we drove by a field, 
he pointed to it and said; ‘‘That is a place 
which always gives me a good deal of sat- 
isfaction. As long as the man lived, I han- 
dled all his crops for him and without an 
agreement of any kind. He trusted me to do 
my best for him. When he died the boys took 
over the farm and we are still working on 
the same arrangement. They trust me.’” Then 
his face lighted up, he smiled, saying, “‘I 
always take great pride in getting them the 
top market prices.”’ 

It was typical of Dan that he did not tell 
me of the following incident. One day, short- 
ly before Christmas, I was talking to a man 
who had one of the best farms in the entire 
region. In the course of our conversation 
the talk veered around to D.S., as it often 
did. He said: ‘‘I have just sent a box of 
special cigars,to D.S. as a little Christ- 
mas present.’’ It pleased me to hear of this 
friendly gesture and said so. He went on: 
‘Well, it’s like this. Last fall I sold my 


crops to D, S.as usual and he got for me 


what I considered a very good price, so I 
was more than satisfied, But a few days 
ago I received a letter from him and in it 
was a check for $500.00. In the letter, he 
explained that when he had sold my crops, 
he got an even better price than he had ex- 
pected and that he thought it only fair that 
I should share in the proceeds.”” 

Once [| said something to Dan about the 
unusual way in which he conducted his busi- 
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ness and, after some hesitation, he explained 
it to me. ‘‘Long ago,’’ he said, “I came a- 
cross a little motto which has ever since 
guided me in my business affairs.”’ Then 
he looked at me searchingly, as though try- 
ing to decide whether I could be trusted to 
understand. At last he took out of his breast 
pocket a ragged and well-worn clipping, 
with the print almost obliterated through 
much handling, saying: ‘Many years ago I 
came across this and have carried it ever 
since and have tried to pattern my life by 
it.’ The words on the clipping were these: 


THIS ABOVE ALL, -TO THINE OWN 
SELF BE TRUE 


He did not know where the words came from, 
and was much pleased when I completed 
the quotation for him and told him its source. 
Almost shyly he asked, ‘‘Would you mind 
preaching a sermon on that some Sunday?”’ 
He was most grateful and appreciative when 
I departed from the usual custom and took 
my text from Shakespears instead of the Bi- 
ble for once. The sequel to my completion 
of the quotation from which his motto was 
taken appeared in an advertisement of his 
which was printed soon afterward. Whether 
it was original or not I do not know, but I 
do know that it was a true expression of the 
spirit of the man. The advertisement con- 
tained this statement. “‘Unless both parties 
to a transaction profit, it is not good busi- 
ness,’’ 

His philanthropies were numerous but se- 
cret and those I know of were stumbled upon 
quite inadvertently. The following instance 
may serve as typical. | was asked by a mem- 
ber of our church to call on a family which 
lived about a mile from the village. They 
were in a large house which had known bet- 
ter days and a cold autumn wind whistled 
over the bare fields which surrounded it. 
The family occupied only part of the first 
floor,-rooms in which existence had been 
made possible by stuffing the broken win- 
dow-panes with dirty rags. The head of the 
house, a tall figure, a man, with shiftless- 
ness written in every movement and expres- 
sion, led me to the next room where his wife 
lay ill. The bed on which she lay had once 
deserved that appelation. She looked up at 
me with a hopeless expression in her eyes, 
and told me that nothing mattered much for 


she had been informed that she had only a, 


few weeks to live. When I suggested that 
she have another doctor to see if he might 
suggest something else in the way of treat- 
ment, she told me that it was difficult for 
them to get medical care because they were 
so poor. Just then, the son came in, a young 
man in his late teens and, thinking that I 
could get more information from him, I asked 
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him to tell me as much as he could about the 
case. He answered that they had been able 
to get a limited amount of medical attention 
for his mother but that the only one who had 
seemed to do her any good was a specialist 
from the near-by city of Syracuse. The last 
time his mother had had a bad attack, they 
had called him but he had declined to come 
unless he were guaranteed his fee of twen- 
ty-five dollars, When | asked if he’dbeen 
unable to get anybody at all, he answered: 
“fYes, we got the specialist. At midnight I 

went to see Dan Wright and got him out of 

bed. I explained the situation to him and 
he called up the doctor and guaranteed 
the fee.’’ As though to apologize for his ac- 
tion he added: ‘‘I hated to wake him up, but 
there wasn’t anybody else to whom [ could 
go.” 

Our second Christmas in Weedsport was a 
very sad one for we had been stunned by the 
news that Dan Wright had ‘‘gone home.” Soon 
after the holidays were over I went into our 
local printing establishment. Our little town 
boasted a rather good weekly newspaper 
and modern printing facilities. As I talked 
to the editor the conversation swung around 
to Dan Wright. Suddenly the editor said,“ 
want to tell you something which you prob- 
ably don’t know. When I set up business 
here everything in the establishment was 
done by band. One day D.S. came in, looked - 
over the layout and equipment. Then he said, 
‘George, you’re never going to get anywhere 
doing everything by hand.’’ [ told him that 
I was well aware of that fact but that I did- 
n’t have the necessary funds. As he went 
out of the door, he said over his shoulder,. 
“*Go ahead and get what you need. [’ll stand 
good for it.”” ’” 

I have attempted to give a sketch of one 
whom I considered to be an unusual char- 
acter, as well as an unusual business man. 
There were those who disagreed with the 
principles which actuated Dan and consid- 
ered his business methods both unorthodox 
and dangerous. Soon after his passing, I was 
talking to one of these in a nearby city, a 
man who had himself been signally success- 
ful in business enterprise. In the course of. 
our discussion I happened to mention Dan 
Wright and his unusual business methods- 
This was his comment: ‘“‘Dan was not a good 
business man. He always had time for un- 
important folk.’’ I could wish that that lea 
line were graven on Dan's tombstone! Gen- 
erous people are seldom saints and Dan was 
not a saint. He had the faults which seem 


to go with a generous and expansive nature, 


but he also had the virtues without which - 
our poor world would soon be bankrupt. Wheth- 
er he was a good business man or not is not 


for me to say, though I think be was. I know 


that he was a GOOD MAN, and unusual and 
an unforgettable character. Perhaps, in - 
closing this brief sketch and tribute, I could 
do no better than quote a few lines from the 
poet Shakespeare who had so profoundly in- 
fluenced his life and career, 


DEATH 
puzzles 
CHRISTOPHER 


C. IRVING BENSON 


HAT can be said to child who asks 
questions about death? 

Christopher’s father has gone. He was 
‘one of the most loyal friends I have been 
Iblessed with. Big-minded, great hearted,- 
ithere was nothing small or mean in his be- 
jing. 

Generous, charitable, cheerful, he seem- 
‘ed to give draughts of his own vitality to 
ppeople, so that they went on their way, feel- 
iing very much more alive. 


I enjoyed seeing him-- playing, walking, 
ttalking with his little son, who rejoiced in 
him. What laughter and fun they had together. 

Then like a thunderclap,out of a blue sky, 
:an unsuspected malady was revealed. When 
this dire news came, like the Psalmist, “I 
was dumb with silence. I held my peace.” 
t was a death sentence for a strong man in 
the prime of life. 

I recalled the words by Canon Liddon in 
St. Paul’s: “‘Already, it maybe the strong- 
st man in this cathedral carries within him- 
self the secret, unsuspected mischief that 
will in time display itself as fatal disease, 
and will lay him in his grave.”’ 

We are all sentenced to death. It is as 
natural to die as to be born. Death, however 
and whenever it comes is part of the process 
of life. Death is birth into a higher order, 
as when the riven chrysalis liberates the 
butterfly. 

Christopher was away by the seaside when 
is father ‘‘crossed the bar.’ He came home, 
glad again to see the green garden, the 
massed multi-colored hydrangeas, the glow- 
ing flower beds, the birds flying and chirp- 
ing in the trees. His eager young mind took 

He jumped out of the car, ran up the steps 
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and demanded ‘‘Where’s Daddy?’’ He called 
out “‘Daddy.. Daddy”? and hurried from room 
to room and then upstairs, 

His sorrowing mother took him on her knee. 
“You know,” she said,‘‘that Daddy was very 
sick?’’ “‘Yes,’’ he said, ‘‘but where is he?”’ 
“‘Well,’? his mother went on, ‘‘we could not 
make him better and he has died and gone 
to heaven to be with-God who has made him 
well.”” 

There was silence. Then Christopher look- 
ed insistently into her face and said, ‘‘But 
I want my Daddy.”’ 

Struggling with her own grief, she tried 
as best she could to explain ‘“‘We can’t see 
him now but one day we shall die and then 
we shall all be with him again.”’ 

“‘T want to die now. I want to see my Dad- 
dy,’’ said Christopher, 

Of all sorrows, the deepest is to lose a 
dear child. But what does it mean to a child 
to lose a father or mother he has loved? 
What can you say to a child in the presence 
of death? 

We can learn something from Peter’s 
mother. Peter had seen some dead birds 
buried. Later, when an old friend died, the 
thought that what had happened to the bodies 
of the birds would happen to that of his 
friend and would be the fate of his body 
some day, filled him with horror and fear. 


Day after day his fear troubled him, and 
one night his mother heard him crying quiet- 
ly in bed. 

‘Oh, Mother,’’ he sobbed, ‘‘I don’t want 
to be put in the ground when [| die.”’ Her 
glance fell on the clothes he had been wear- 
ing that day, 

“*Peter,’’ she said, ‘‘do you see that suit 
of clothes?”’ “‘Yes,’’ he said, ‘‘Well, if you 
and | should dig a hole in the garden and 
bury the suit, do you think that it would 
care? Do you think the pants and the blouse 
would mind? 

“‘Why, no,”” he agreed, almost laughing. 

*‘Of course they would not,’ said his 
mother, ‘‘and it would be the same with you. 
When God gives you a new body, you won’t 
be in this one, and your old body will not 
mind being laid in the earth a2Y more than 
the clothes would mind. It will be just like 
an old suit that you have laid aside because 
you did not need it any more.”’ 

We can teach a child simply and tell our- 
selves that dear and precious as bodies are, 
they are only temporary at best, and when - 
they fail or break or wear out, it means no 
more to life than the discarding of a gar- 
ment. 


Christianity is a religion which expects you 


_ to do things. -A Japanese. 


It is a striking coincidence that ‘American’ 
ends in ‘I can,’ -Greenville Piedmont. 
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Editorial 


PRIEST DEFENDS 
SERVICEMEN BROKEN 


BY RED TORTURE 


HE Rev. Fulgence Gross, drawing on 
his own experiences as a prisoner of 
the Red Chinese for six years, today 
denounced the condemnation of American 
‘‘turn-coat’’ prisoners of the Korean War. 

The Catholic missionary, released from 
Communist captivity just six weeks ago, 
spoke at a news conference in St. Boniface 
Church a day after returning to his native 
land from the Far East, according to an INS 
report from San Francisco, May 6, 1957. 

“‘There should be understanding ... 
I know what these men went through,”’ the 
54-year old Franciscan priest declared. 
“*T know what it was like for them.’’ 

‘| was beaten with straps and sticks. , 
with fists . . forced to stand for hours at a 
time at my trials. Finally, I confessed that 
I was aspy. IMAGINE --a SPY.”’ 

Concluding his defense of American serv- 
icemen who defected to the Reds or con- 
fessed to trumped-up ‘‘crimes’’ under pres- 
sure of mental and physical torture, the 
slight priest said: 

“I do not have much use for those people 
who condemn these men, who sentence them. 
Let them goto China for three months, im- 
prisoned under the same circumstances, 
and let us see what would happen.”’ 


* *F * * * 


Here is a matter that Christians through- 
out the nation should be concerned about, 
not only the prisoners of the Korean War, 
but those who were imprisoned, tortured, 
or murdered, during the second World War, 
and the first World War. 


KNOWLEDGE VS WISDOM 


Dr. Theodore H. Palmquist, minister of 
Foundry Methodist Church, Washington, D, 

+» Speaking at the opening of the 6lst an- 
nual convention of the PTA Congress, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, warned against public edu- 
cation which trains the mind, but fails to 
build character. 


Differences Passed Over 

“I think the great danger in public educa- 
tion today,” he said, ‘‘is the fact that we 
have failed to see the difference between 
knowledge and wisdom. We train the head 
and let the heart run hog-wild. We allow 
culture and character to walk miles apart, 


Page 92 


Comment 


stuffing the head with mathematics and lan- 
guages - leaving manners and morals out of 
the picture.’’ 

Dr. Palmquist cited figures indicating an 
increasing rate of juvenile delinquency. By 
1960, he said, the number of children under 
18, arrested annually may reach 2,000,000. 
He said 17% of all drug addicts are 18 or 
younger and that 27% of the nation’s mur- 
derers are in the same age bracket. 

Mrs. Rollin Brown, Los Angeles, empha- 
sized ‘‘the community should be kept aware 
of juvenile problems so that steps can be 
taken to overcome them.” 

*‘Unless bad conditions are thoroughly 
aired, the citizens are never going to be 
aroused, We are not,”” she continued, ‘“‘try- 
ing to coddle or shield the determined of- 
fender.”’ 

**Schools will have to accept more re- 
sponsibility for the development of respect 
for moral principles,’’ said Mrs. Brown, “‘be- 
cause of the breakdown of some homes, un- 
der conditions of modern life.”’ 


JUDGE GIVES ADVICE 
TO PARENTS 


Probate Judge William P. Wright urged 
parents of teenagers “‘to keep a firm hand 
on their car keys and their children,” as 
reported by UP on April 29, from Paw Paw, 
Michigan. 

“Most of the children appearing before 
him are not criminals,’’ the Judge is quoted, 
““‘but wayward through the acts or omissions 
of their parents.”’ 

“*The lack of mature judgment is no greate 
er now. than it was in the horse and buggy 
days,’’he said. “‘But unlike the horse, which 
often showed more sense than its driver, 
the gas buggy can keep on going until stop- 
ped by the law or a ditch.’’ 


GREAT THREAT TO A 
EDUCATION IN AMERICA ; 
‘TATE Senator Earl W. Brydges, New 
York, is quoted as telling an audience © 
of women, representing 18 Business — 
and Professional Women’s Clubs in the 
8th District, Western New York, that “New _ 
York State has made significant progress- 
in the field of education and in his opini- 
on will be able to cope with the educational 
problem. The GREAT THREAT TO EDUs ~— 
CATION in AMERICA is the threat by those ~ 
who would have the Federal Government 
move into education in any way.” 
‘‘No state in the union,” he continued,- 
“thas asked the Federal Government to step 
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in. You cannot have federal aid without fed- 
eral control. No political party should be 
tempted to have control over the human 
mind.”’ 


LAITY MUST FIGHT EVIL 


ley Newell said Sunday, May 5, “‘the 

laity must join more forcefully with the 
clergy in expressing the church’s stand- 
against contemporary evils in the world,’’ 
as reported by AP, Newburgh, N Y. 

Speaking at the conclusion of the 158th 
annual session of the New York Conference, 
of the Methodist Church, he said, ‘“The 
present-day tendency for the voice of the 
church to be expressed only by the clergy 
is unfortunate. We need the voice of the 
laity, we need laymen who are religiously 
and morally vocal.”’ 

The bishop declared that Methodism gave 
voice to the people of Korea after a “‘tryan- 
nical power’’ had taken it away for 20 years, 
As a result, ‘‘Korea may become the only 
truly Protestant nation in the world. If it 
happens it will be because these simple 
people have found the voice of religious 
experience.”’ 


Ahier Seren BISHOP Frederick Buck- 


CHURCH PROBLEMS 
REMAIN UNCHANGED 


Size, scope and speed separate us from 
yesterday’s world but problems facing to- 
day’s Christian Church are little changed, 
says Dr. H. N. Morse, the general secre- 
tary of the Board of National Missions, U. 
S. A., the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Morse cited three areas where prob- 
lems remain unchanged--the extension of 
the church, interpretation of the gospel for 
a changing society and helping people to 
find a Christian relationship to society, as 
an antidote to those who see spiritual val- 
ues losing out to the forces of secularism 
in a dynamic, ever-changing society. 

The former moderator of the church com- 
pared the pioneers taking the gospel to the 
frontier with Christian men and ministers 
who today build churches in new commun- 
ities surrounding ‘‘our rapidly expanding 
industrial frontiers.”’ 

*“ Are we doing the job today to make the 
church as effective as we did in the past?” 
asked the speaker, and continued, “we have 
a tremendous problem of extension. More 
people have joined the church in a year than 


_ in any decade inthe past.”’ 


‘ 


t 


‘*Another problem that always has been 
with us finds many people standing in the 
‘shadows of our churches, many within hear- 
ing of the bells, yet they are insulated from 


_ the church by secularism.” 
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The speaker described this as ‘‘a habit 
of living as though spiritual matters are 
matters that can be handled like any other 
material things.”’ 

“‘Society and man has never arrived ata 
point which isn’t the beginning of some- 
thing else!’’ observed Dr. Morse. 


NO RELIGIOUS REVIVAL 
HERE,SAYS MINISTER 


Current notions that America is under- 
going a religious revival, were labeled as 
UNTRUE, early in May, 1957, by an evan- 
gelist who was a pioneer religious broad- 
caster, Dr. William Ward Ayer of New York 
City, who said he feared that before we can 
truly say there is a revival of religion, ‘‘we 
must have some calamity, something to- 
-knock the props out from under us!”” 

‘‘People are hungry for something, they 
don’t know what,but by and large the church 
is not taking advantage of this upsurge. The 
tragedy is that by and large the church has 
not been willing to change its format.” 

The former pastor of New York’s Calvary 
Baptist Church spoke at a keynote rally --—- 
opening a four-day area-wide Visitation- 
Evangelism in First Baptist Church, Buf- 
falo, New York, in early May. 

Dr. Ayer is quoted as saying, that ‘‘while 
everyone else has taken advantage of this 
hunger on the part of Americans ‘for some- 
thing’ the church has stood by idly.” 

‘‘The need of the hour is to set aside 
about 60% of that which occupies our time 
and give our efforts to the MAIN THING- 
the greatest business of the church, win- 
ning souls!’’ said Dr. Ayer. 

Teaching is fine, but the church advances 
on evangelistic preaching, continued the 
speaker, “‘true,the church has more to do than 
to win souls, but we have to do this, too, 
if we are going to continue.”’ 

Dr. Ayer said he ‘‘would pray for the Billy 
Graham campaign in New York, but there is 
a vast difference between evangelistic came 
paigns and revival! When the Word of God 
is preached, souls are saved, but ONLY 
HERE and THERE!’’ : 

‘‘The only answer to it is a revival of 
Holy Gospel religion,” said the speaker,in 
reference to ‘rationalistic liberalistic re- 
ligion and preaching. ‘“‘We have seen the - 
failure of religion which removes the super - 
natural. We have drunkenness, divorce and 
debauchery, filth in magazines, movies and 
television. Only when people are saying- 
‘Woe is Me! will we be able to speak to 
the people. Then we will have revival and 
changes will come. And even then there - 
will be revival only when ‘you and I get 
down on our knees before God’. ..we don’t 
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win souls because we are cowards, because 
° os? 
we don’t believe we can win souls. Exch 


NEED OF THE CHURCH 
IS FOR MEMBERS TO BE 
CHRIST- LIKE 


‘The great need of the Christian church 
today is that its members show the char- 
acter of Christ in their lives,’’ declared 
the Rev. Leroy M. Kutz during his first ser- 
mon as pastor of Jerusalem Evangelical 
& Reformed Church, Buffalo, New York. 

‘‘Christ stands with us at this moment 
and will remain with us to the end of time. 
He heightens our joys and lightens our sor- 
rows. At every step and turn we must have 
this confidence that He is in our lives.’’ 

‘*The first followers of Christ were called 
Christians because their lives were differ- 
ent, because they believed in the living 
presence of Christ. To be His witnesses 
was their purpose in life. 

‘Our age shows there is no deep, moti- 
vating purpose to life,’’ continued Rev. Kutz. 
‘‘Along Park Avenue, the cradle of luxury, 
there is the deepest concentration of psy- 
chiatrists - and they’re all busy.”’ 

‘Our great need is for books on the quest 
of life, not the conquest of life. We need to 
know ‘why’ as well as to know ‘how.’ The 
great hunger of mankind is to find medning 


and purpose in life.’’ 


**As Christians, the purpose is to carry 
forth the Master’s mission in life. We do 
not inherit the name ‘Christian,’ we earn it!”’ 
-Exchange 


YOUTH TOLD USEFUL JOBS 
ARE GOOD CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


One need not be in the ministry to devote 
a life to full-time Christian service, Dr. 
James R. Carroll, pastor of Central Presby- 
terian Church, said recently at a convoca- 
tion in his church sponsored by the United 
Christian Youth Council of the Buffalo, N. 
Y., Council of Churches. 

Speaking to near-500 young people, the 
pastor said, “every i fet and honorable job 
is a call to full-time Christian service. God 
is calling you for a particular work. There 
are things which He has had in mind for you 
to do even before you were born. This call 
can be just as definite for a teacher or a 
farmer as for a minister.’’ 

i a ke ee 

If any of us feel that we must have an ac- 
tual example of this fact, Brother Lawrence, 
who accepted the menial work of assisting 
in the preparation of food, and keeping the 
kitchen clean in the monastery where he 
chose to live, so he might fulfill his mis- 
sion on this earth. 
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DELINQUENCY 


Less than 1-% of New York City’s two 
million families produce 75% of the juven- 
ile delinquents. Domestic Relations Court 
Justice Nathan Kaplan said recently. 

‘‘These families, which represent the core, 
of the delinquency problem in NYC are char- 
acterized by alcoholism, drug addiction, 
physical and mental illness, broken homes, 
neglect and a host of related problems.” 

Ralph W. Whelan, executive director of 
the board, estimated that they accounted- 
for one-third of the caseload of all public 
and volunteer social agencies. 

kok Kk OK OK * 

Like the cost of war, Christian citizens of 
this greatly blest land of ours know that it 
infinitely better to care for these potential 
delinquents while they are young, and have 
the hope and yearning that ““someone cares 
for them, enough to teach them useful ways 
of living, and probably more important to a 
large percentage of them, that someone is 
aware of what and how they spend their time 
and energy. All humans need the love, re- 
spect and concern of their fellowmen; even 
more, they need approval of others, in order 
to build courage for the NEXT STEP. 

These things require time, energy, and 
God-like love for those who go astray and 
harm not only themselves but the children 
entrusted to them by the. Creator. It is a 
BIG JOB to undertake saving these “chil - 
dren from harm, before they become delin- 
quents, but it is NOT TOO BIG for those 
who have faith in God, and look to Him for 
the RIGHT ANSWER! 


OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 


We have available many out-of-print books, 
many of them in need of new bindings, and- 
hope to supply lists to ministers and libraries 
interested. At present, they are not as yet- 
catalogued, in preparation for the lists. They 
are all in the religious and theological field. 


TRACTS 


The following new tracts are available from 
The American Tract Society, now located at 
513 West 166th Street, New York 32, _ 

Juvenile Delinquency or Adult? ( 
Is Social Security Enough? >. 
A Burning in My Soul 
Rock’n Roll 
Heaven 
Vacation 

_ Enough? 


Place and honor among men are obtained by 
achievement, not talk. Prayerless pews - 
make powerless pulpits. 
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UHURGH AT WOR seal 


ause A Minute... 


’ Fellow citizen, who 
rods the soil of our 
rand Nation, pause 
minute in your 
urried life, doff your 
at and say a prayer 
or those who gave 
1eir all that we 

light go about our 
aily tasks in the 

rm belief that all 

; well. No holiday 

f gay revelrie but 

ne of mourning it 
nould be. The poppies 
row the earth around 
» make its soil our 
allowed ground. Our 
‘eedom has been dearly 
ought by those who 
ied as they fought. 
acred trust of freedom 
ley have extended, let 
ur praise and tributes 
e never ended. Pause 
minute, O’ fellow citizen 


... it is so little that they ask. 
- EXCHANGE 


STUDY THE BIBLE 

Pat Boone, singing star, and descendant 
f the pioneer, Daniel Boone, addressed 
embers of the Church of Christ, Niagara 
‘alls, N. Y., on April 29, and told them- 
‘to obtain a thorough knowledge of God’s 
vill,’’ through study of the Bible whenever 
yossible. Asserting that ‘‘the law and the 
vord of the Bible is the practical thing for 
ne,’” he continued, ‘“‘religion should go in- 
o every part of our lives.”” 

‘Described as ‘current idol of American 
‘outh,’Mr. Boone, ‘‘used as his topic- “The 
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Righteousness of the Pharisee,’ as he serv- 
ed in the absence of the Rev. R. K. Akers, 
pastor, out of town at the time. 

Quoting Scripture, he said the ‘‘Pharisee 
was not as bad as some may suspect, but 
we should make sure we are better.” 

“We should try to be at every service 
possible, even though it requires an extra 
effort on our part,’’? he declared, and’ also 
called for generosity among church mem- 
bers in religious work. 

The Church of Christ is a non-denomina- 
tional group and Mr. Boone said he made the 
trip on the invitation of a member. descend- 
ant of the pioneer, Daniel Boone, he started 
out to be a teacher and will complete his 
undergraduate work at Columbia University 
next June. -Exchange. 


ANXIETY is so unnecessary, 
for the CHRISTIAN 


“T have not had a blue hour of discour-- 
agement for 35 years,’’ says E, Stanley 
Jones, in an article on this phase of mod- 
ern ailments, in ‘‘Together’’, March, 1957, 

“‘There have been moments of flitting- 
disappointment, of course,’ he tells his 
readers, ‘‘but not for so much as an hour. 
My solution? When a large problem looms, 
I simply say, “Lord, I turn this over to 
you. Tell me what to do.”” 

The secret is surrender, a willingness 
to forgo a selfish first choice. God’s choice 
for us may differ from our own ambitions, 
but who are we to challenge it? The paint- 
er, Whistler, wanted to be a soldier; he 
took up the brush only when he failed at 
West Point. Walter Scott gave up his dream 
of being a poet when he could not equal 
Byron. Ashamed of being a novelist, he 
wrote anonymously -- but he gave us Ivanboe. 

To discover and follow the Lord’s plan, 
FOR US, we need to exercise our SOULS. 
Each day I get up early to spend the pure, 
stong hours of the morning in quiet time 
with God. It is then that 1 GET MY OR- 
DERS for the day! _ 

This quiet time is as firm a habit as my 
nightly exercises; I have never had to de- 
cide to do it. That’s an important point for 
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someone still fixing this habit: to find an 
unvarying quiet time each day. A mother of 
small children might have to wait until her 
brood is off to school and the baby takes 
a nap, but--no human creature is too busy 
to find a daily interval with God. We can 
always answer the phone and eat break- 
fast; our QUIET TIME should be even 
MORE IMPORTANT. 

E., Stanley Jones, in ‘'Together’’ 

March, 1957 


“Let Me Think” 


OW and what I shall give to and 
through my church? 

If I give Nothing 
I cast my vote in favour of closing my 
church. 
I discourage others. 

If I give grudgingly and for the sake of 

appearance 
I shall find no joy in my giving. 
I shall not receive the Lord’s richest 
blessing: for it is written that the Lord 
loves a cheerful giver. 

If I give proportionately 
I shall give something. I shall not re- 
fuse to make any subscription if, because 
of necessity, mine must be small. 
I shall be blessed in my giving, whether 
the gift be large or small. “For if there 
be first a willing mind; it is accepted ac- 
cording to what a man hath.” 
I shall probably increase my gifts; I 
know the kingdom’s causes need in- 
creased support, and that I ought to give 
in proportion. I must ask myself 
whether or not my giving has increased 
with my income. 

If I give systematically 
I shall make it possible for my church 
to plan work in advance and to live 
within income. 
I shall make it much easier for myself. 
I know from past experience that the 
accumulation of small obligations soon 
becomes burdensome. 

If I give sacrificially 
I shall worship God in my giving. 
I shall truly advance the cause of Christ 
and the church over all the forbidding 
barriers which oppose them. 
I shall testify to the high value I place 
upon Christ and His church in minis- 
tering to the deepest needs of suffering 
humanity. 
I shall encourage others to maintain a 
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service of mercy and compassion. 
I shall express my love to God and man 
in strengthening the bonds of Christian 
fellowship around the world. 
How and what shall I give to and through 
my church? 
... LET ME THINK 
From The Christian Advocate (Great 
Britain) Nov. 23, 1956 


Forgive and Live 


TEXT: ‘4..but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also.’’ Matt. 5:39. 


Why did Jesus tell us to turn the other 
cheek? For one thing, it is probably 
the most effective way to induce our 
enemy to stop pummeling us. Not many 
men will strike twice if there is no 
resistance to the first blow. 

By turning the other cheek we not 
only greatly minimize the possibility. 
of receiving a second blow, but we neu- 
tralize the worst of the damage that 
might be done to us by the first blow. 

Anger, resentment and a desire for 
revenge are certainly among the major 
causes of disease. If we do not resent 
a blow, an insult or an injury of any 
kind received at the hands of another, 
the probabilities are that it will do us 
little harm. On the other hand, if we 
become angry, give vent to our resent- 
ment and seek revenge, we are letting 
loose within our bodies the forces of 
evil that can do us great harm. Tension 
and malice will injure us far more than 
the possible second blow, added slight. 
or insult we might receive by turning the 
other cheek. 

Forgiveness is not only good for our- 
selves but it is quite likely to. neutralize 
the aggressive tendencies of our enemy. 
It may cast out of him the devils of 
anger or malice and restore him to 
sanity and health. So influencing a fel- 
low human being is one of the major 
satisfactions of life. 

To nurture evil thoughts and desire 
for vengeance is to make ourselves more 
easily susceptible to mental and physical 
illnesses of many kinds. To forgive often 
seems hard but it is the quickest way 
to end trouble and the certain way to 
minimize whatever injuries we may have 
received. To forgive is good for the 


a 
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fforgiven but its major blessing falls on 
tthe forgiver. 

To hate is to nurture within us the 
sseeds of death. To forgive is to cause 
more abundant life to spring up within 
tus. He who wishes to prolong his life. 
fon earth and to avoid the death of his 
ssoul must learn to 


Forgive and live! 


By Howard E. Kershner 
Christian Economics 


A Subscriber Writes: 
Dear Friends: 

I regret to terminate my subscription with 
‘tthe May, 1957, issue, but changing circum- 
‘Stances compel one to cut down on expendi- 
tures. I have, over the years, enjoyed your 
magazine very much. 

This year I am not able to renew, but 
look forward with hope that at some future 
date, I may again be able todo so. 

May the Lord bless and guide you In your 
work, 


May 18, 1957 


Respectfully yours, A.B.,-Ohio 
* *x * * * 


(We wish to emphasize that The Expositor 
is made available to uphold the right hand 
of those who are ordained to stand in His 
place before men’ and is made possible on- 
ly through the co-operation of those who 
wish to have the magazine, MINISTERS in 
active church work, those who provide the 
necessary equipment, art work, building 
equipment, to maintain or build churches , 
and we, here, assemble the material to 

make it available to the many who as 
to The Expositor for inspiration and HOW 


to do it! 
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FP ReAMIER Thy Ge EGALP hy is 


As a means of emphasizing individual, lo- 
cal Churches, The Missouri Methodist, Clar- 
ence, Missouri, Dr. Milton M. Thorne, Editor 
and Publisher, is printing a series of illustra- 
tions of interesting local projects. 

The picture shown here is that of an open 
country Church Building. The structure is lo- 
cated seven miles east of Bethany, Missouri; 
established in 1867, the old building became 
beyond repair and the congregation of around 
100 decided to build a new house of worship. 
Erected at a cost of approximately $25,000, 
with much donated labor, the chapel is said 
tobe one of the finest rural churches in 
Missouri. 

Rev. E. I. Weber and Rev. H. Cash Wyble 
are credited with leadership in attaining - 
ing the goal- the church was dedicated by - 
Bishop Hold. Rev. Maurice F. Magers is 
the present pastor. 


CHURCH FUND RAISING 


For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below.No 


obligation. 
ee 


Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Please send me information regarding 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns 


Nane —————_—_—_——Orw~rn—n—nn 


_ 


Denomination ———————— State 
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SERMONS 


JESUS CHRIST 


Is Alive 


AARON N. MECKEL 


TEXT: 1 Cor. 15:20 


R. R. W. Dale, renowned minister of 

Carr’s Lane Church, Birmingham, sat 

in his study one day, contemplating a 
sermon on the triumph of Christ. What could 
he say that would adequately convey that 
triumph? He took a pencil from his pocket, 
and wrote out these words, ‘‘JESUS CHRIST 
IS ALIVE!”’ As he looked at those words, 
their truth and radiance seemed to burn 
their intensity into his inner being. They 
thrilled him through and through. Dale walk- 
ed back and forth in his study repeating, 
‘*Jesus Christ.is Alive!’’ is alive! Is it any 
wonder that of Carr’s Lane Church it was 
said that every Service was characterized 
by the power of the Resurrection? On this 
great Day, we do not argue. We assert the 
fact of the Resurrection of our Lord. We 
do not conjure up theories to prove the fact 
of personal immortality. We are witnesses 
to the trustworthiness of what Darwin re- 
ferred to as the “‘grand instinct.”’ 

“We will let others argue; 

*tis we musicians know!”’ 

We want to point out a few of the tre- 
mendous consequences that follow in the 
wake of the mightiest event in history. “Now 
is CHRIST RISEN from the dead!’’ 


I. For one thing, as a result of the greatest 
event of history there arose the one great- 


est institution of humanity, the GHURCH — 


MILITANT and TRIUMPHANT. That Church 
was born the other side of the empty tomb. 
This throws new light upon the words of 
First Congregational Church 

St. Petersburg, Florida 
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C. H. Dodd, the famous British student of 
the Bible and early Christianity. ‘“The one 
incontestible result of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the emer- 
gence of the Christian Church.”’ After that 
there could be no doubt about the Message 
of the Church and its Ministry. It was “‘Je- 
sus and the Resurrection.” 

Something wonderful happened at that 
first. Easter which indeed lifted the gates 
of empires off their hinges and turned the 
stream of civilization into new channels. 
Something which gave a new date to time 
and a new dimension to the human soul. 
Something, conceive it how you will, -- 
that changed a company of timid and hesi- 
tant men into a group of heroes and martyrs 
for the Faith. Something happened which 
has kept the Church alive in the world, as 
one of the greatest powers for good, and 
that for over nineteen hundred years. No 
myth or phantasy can accomplish that. On- 
ly an event, and a reality. We know that 
Christ arose from the dead because of the 
wonder that fact has wrought in this needy 
world. 

A certain skeptic was attempting to be- 
little the Christian Faith. ‘‘Christ is just 
another ordinary man,”’ said he, “‘like you 
and myself.” Immediately Faith flashed- 
back the reply: ‘‘Well, go right ahead! All 
you have to do to achieve the spiritual pre- 
eminence of Christ is to give to humanity 
the profoundest philosophy of life it has 
ever known; get yourself crucified on a 
cross because of your unswerving loyalty 
to it; rise again from the dead once you 
have been done to death,--and then GET 
HUMANITY TO BELIEVE IT FOR NINE- 
TEEN HUNDRED YEARS.’’ When our Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead that first Easter, 


the Church TRIUMPHANT ROSE WITH HIM! 


II. ‘‘Now is Christ risen from the dead!?? 
That means for the believing Christian the 
end of cynicism and defeat, while it makes 
of life a sacred trust and a magnificent ad- 
venture! How that needs to be said in this 
needy day! There must be people listening 
to this very message who are to be reck- 
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ned among the LIVING DEAD: folk out of 
hose life the vital tang of immortality has 
one. For remember, friend, YOU DON’T 

EED TO DIE IN ORDER TO BE DEAD, 
OR DO YOU NEED TO BE TRANSLATED 
O EXPERIENCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE 
HICH IS ETERNAL. Real Christians have 
1€ witness of life eternal in them. “‘If ye 
1en BE RISEN with Christ’? wrote one of 

1em. For the average person, the Resur- 
2ction of Christ simmers down pretty well 
» this issue: If Christ be not risen from 
1e dead, then, as a Russian song has it, 
ICHAVO! Nothing matters! Then sow your 
ild oats, put your passions in the saddle 
nd let them ride you. Then eat, drink and 
e merry for tomorrow we shall be dead! 
ow glibly we moderns often use these 

arms, Ethics and Morality. Friends, these 
onnotations of our larger life become worth- 
>ss abstractions apart from faith in person- 
| immortality. For look! If this life be all- 
f there be no judgment in which ‘“‘the se- 
rets of all hearts shall be revealed; if no 
ifinite Accountant who shall balance moral 
ccounts; no eternity to which we bring our 
uch or our little, then what boots it? WHY 
[1 the tears and the self ‘denial and sacri- 
ce that go into the building of fine Chris- 
an character! Then “‘Life’s a thing of 
ound and fury, signifying nothing!’” BUT 
‘, as our Divine Faith teaches, and as 
imanity*s greatest hearts have believed 

ad taught, this life is but a training ground 
id a vestibule for larger, ampler life; and 

we must sometime look into the search- 
ig eyes of that One Who gave Himself for 
s, the Just for the unjust, THAT IS DIF- 
ERENT. Ethics and morality become im- 
emented with spiritual significance. Then, 
mortality is not only a gift, but an a- 

lievement! “‘And only they who strive, 

ightily shall possess it!’’ 


lessed is he who has found his work. Let 

im ask no other blessedness. He has a work, 
life purpose; he has found it and will fol- 

Ww it.-- Carlyle. 


GLORIFY THE ROOM’? 


I have spoken to you of the House of Dark- 
ess. Sydney Smith, that great master of hu- 
an cheerfulness, used to cry out: ‘‘Glorify 
e room!’’ ' and throwing the windows wide 
en let in a blaze of sunshine and the per- 
me of flowers. The medical schools of 
hristian missions are opening wide the 
indows in the House of Darkness and let- 
ng the Light of the World stream in. 

; --Wm. Jeffreys of China. 
he hand may make mistakes; it is the heart 
at commits the sins. --Joseph Parker. 


——— nl 
e Expositor 


WITNESS OF 


THE wat 
S pirit 
HENRY FRANK CHUNN 


TEXT: Romans 8:16 ''The Spirit. itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the - 
children of God.’’ 


HE doctrine of the Witness of the Spirit 

is characteristic of the Christian relig- 

ion. As John Wesley insisted, the prin- 
ciples of Methodism ‘‘are only the common, 
fundamental principles of Christianity.’’ 

We believe in the WITNESS of the SPIRIT 
because we know Christianity to be experi- 
ential in nature. Man has a PERSONAL EX- 
PERIENCE WITH GOD in CHRIST. The 
Spirit witnessed to John Wesley in his‘‘heart- 
warming’’ experience at the little chapel on 
Aldergate Street, to Paul in his conversion 
experience on the Damascus Road, to the 
disciples in their experience of the Risen 
Lord on the road_to Emmaus about which 
they exclaimed, “‘Did not our hearts burn 
within us,’’ and to countless Christians who 
have known the assurance of God’s love and 
Saving grace. 


Personal Experience 

What is meant by the Witness of the Spirit? 
The Witness of the Spirit means precisely 
what Paul meant when he said, *‘The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God.’’ In his sermon 
on the subject, John Wesley says: ‘’By the 
witness of the Spirit I meanthe inward im- 
bression on the soul, whereby the Spirit of 
God immediately and directly witnesses to 
my spirit that I am a child of God; that Jesus 
Christ hath loved me and given Himself for 
me; that all my sins are blotted out, and I, 
even I, am reconciled to God.°* This is an 
experience every Christian can have. With- 
out a drastic emotional upheaval, you can 
have-a quiet realization. of your love for God 
and of His love for you that fills you with 
a warm feeling of peace and joy. 

The most obvious expression of the ex- 
perience is emotional in character. John Wes- 
ley reveals the emotional content of his ex- 
perience in his description.of his conver- 
sion: ’I felt my heart strangely warmed. I 
felt I did trust in Christ,... that He had 
taken away my sins...°* 


Pastor First Methodist Church, Prichard, Ala. 
From ‘The Methodist Christian, Advocate’ 
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Years ago the camp meeting convert Sang 
with great enthusiasm and a confident sense 
of salvation, ‘‘Amazing grace! how sweet 
the sound, That saved a wretch like me! I 
once was lost, but now am found; was blind, 
but now I see.’’ The youth of today kneels 
at the altar of his church with a full heart 
and an earnest mind, prayerfully dedicates 
himself to fulltime Christian service, and 
rises to go forth to live for Christ, know- 
ing in his heart that God is with him. In 
each case the experience is spiritual in na- 
ture but involves the emotions. 


Varied in Expression 

There are times, however, when the emo- 
tions, although always involved, are not af- 
fected to a noticeable degree, such as those 
occasions when the response is primarily a 
matter of the will or the intellect. Listen to 
Paul as he expresses his confidence in 
Christ, ‘‘I know whom I have believed and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him. ...”’ In 
First John we read; ‘‘These things have I 
written unto you... that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life. . .’’In the final analy- 
sis, the witness of the Spirit is simply the 
assurance of the presence, the love, and 
the approval of God. Since God reveals Him- 
self in different ways, it follows that the 
witness of the Spirit will not be limited as 
to means of expression. 

Let us observe some of the benefits of 
emphasis on this point! There are certain 
points of doctrine emphasized by some de- 
nominations that are of questionable value. 
But the doctrine of the witness of the Spirit 
has been neglected to our hurt. 


Power of God 

The first benefit of the witness of the 
Spirit is the realization of the power of God 
in the life of the believer. The most impres- 
sive result of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost was the possession of divine 
power by the early Christians. They had ex- 
perienced the transformation that comes from 
being born again in Christ; they were keen- 
ly conscious of the love-and grace of God; 
therefore they spoke boldly and with great 
power. 

To teach, preach, or witness for Christ, 
without the assurance of sins forgiven,of 
being right with God . . and God being... 
with us, is as futile as “‘sounding brass..’ 
Tennyson’s Sir Galahad may have been ex- 
aggerating when he said, ‘‘My strength is 
as the strength of ten, because my heart is 
pure’’; but of this we can be sure, if we are 
conscious of sin within, and are unaware of 
the approval and the presence of God, then 
the power of God will not be manifested in 
our lives, 
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Assurance 

The second benefit is the feeling of con- 
fidence and assurance which comes to the 
Christian. The old doctrine of the Witness of 
the Spirit is the answer to much of today’s 
crying need for peace of mind. Today, many 
people are turning to the church in search 
of peace of mind.Certainly, they should turn 
to religion for what most people need is not 
peace of ‘‘mind,’’ but peace of ‘‘soul.’’Much 
of the restlessness and insecurity that af- 
flicts so many people in this restless day is, 
simply insecurity in their relationship with 
God. No man can be at peace while sin is- 
within his heart. ‘‘There is no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked.”’ 

What we need is not freedom. from respon- 
sibility and problems-- we need to be right 
with God--and to know it! The redeem- 
ing grace of Christ can save one from sin; 
the witness of the Spirit can assure one of 
his salvation, “‘The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are children of 
God.” Convincingly, the Spirit whispers, - 
‘‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on Thee.”’ 


Talking with God 

Dr. John A. Redhead tells about a little 
girl who was sick in the hospital. She awak - 
ened in the middle of the night and lay a 
long time unable to go to sleep. It was a new 
and strange place, it was dark, and she was 
afraid. ‘‘after a while,’’ she said, ‘‘I decided 
to talk with God for a few minutes --and then 
it was morning.’” | talked to God and then it 
was morning [t is always morning, when we = 
are conscious of fellowship with God! 

“*But,’? someone may say, “If I keep Com- 
mandments and do what is right, that is evi- 
dence enough that I am a Christian and I 
need no turther witness.’’ It is true that a 
life can be evaluated on the basis of con- 
duct, for “‘by their fruits ye shall know them.”” 
But our religion is vastly more than just keep- 
ing the Commandments; it is a personal ex- 
perience with God in Christ. The reality of 
this experience depends upon one’s aware - 
ness of the personal relationship; and a sig- 
nificant part of the consciousness of this fel- 
lowship or communion depends upon the wit- 
ness of the Spirit of God. ’ 


Spiritual Joy 

Not least among the blessings of the wit- ~ 
ness of the Spirit is the joy that results. It 
is written thatthe purpose of man is to glori- 
fy God and enjoy Him forever. This joy is — 
not reserved for the hereafter alone; it. is 
available NOw. The early Christians had . 
little to say about their problems and bur- | 
dens; they had much to say about their joy 
in Christ. The Psalmist exclaims with bound- 
less joy, ‘‘My cup runneth over.” The wor- 
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widows and orphans. 


This noble tradition has persisted in the life of the Presbyterian Ministers’ 
Fund. It has become famous for its “‘surplusage’’ (dividend) distribution. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1957, a new dividend scale was announced making the ‘‘share the wealth’’ 


program more appealing than ever. 


Share the profits with the prophets! Send your name, address, and date of birth 
at once and the facts that speak to your condition will quickly find their way to 


your door. 


PRESBYTERIAN 


1ipper in the church lifts his voice and 
ngs, ‘‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
what a foretaste of glory divine!’’ But 
ithout the Witness of the Spirit there is a 
nspicuous lack of joy. 

Every minister has heard church members 
mplain of a lack of joy in their religious 
ves. Many frankly confess that they do not 
derstand what is meant by such expres- 
ons as “‘Joy in the Lord’’ and “‘Happy in 
hrist.’* Neither did John Wesley understand 
itil he was able to say, “‘I felt I did trust in 
that He had taken away my sins..”’ After 
lat experience, when Wesley describes a 
sliever, he says with much emphasis, “He 
; therefore happy in God, yea, always hap- 
7. . »Perfect love having cast out fear, he 
joices evermore.”’ 

Now the Holy Spirit seems to express 
od’s love of every person. If you are not 
ynscious of the Witness of the Spirit, it is 
9t because God is not speaking, but be- 
ause the conditions have not been met. If 
yu would receive the witness of the Spir- 
, then you must trust completely in Christ 
; your Lord and Saviour and dedicate your- 
lf to Him and His Kingdom. Then you must 
ink much on the love of God and the Cross 
Christ; and there will come to you a warm 
surance of God’s love.and you will under- 


e Expositor 


; Profit sharing is not quite as modern as it sounds. In its Articles of Incorpora- 
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stand from experience what Paul meant when 
he said, ‘The Spirit beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of God.’ 


INJURED YOUTH TREATS SELF 
TO SHIELD PAL 


The stinging pain of a bullet wound in 
his side, couldn’t force 9-year-old Roger 
Volk of Heron Lake, Minnesota, to tell on 


his best friend, early in 1957. 
In the mistaken belief that reform school 


awaited young David Robinson, 9, for acci- 
dentally shooting him with a .22 rifle, Roger 
spent the night in his bed treating his wound 
with a makeshift bandage rather than inform 
on his pal. 

Next morning his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Volk, found his bedding and paja- 
mas covered with blood. The bullet had 
entered his side and emerged from his back, 
missing vital organs. 

Ten days after the accident, Roger return- 
ed to school. He was hurt but didn’t want to 
tell on his friend. ‘‘It was enough to break 
your heart,” said his father. 


Spiritual Power cannot be marked on a meter, 
but we had better not under-rate it. Our ef- 
forts are never so ineffective as when we 

seek to tell God what do do! 
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What Every CHRISTIAN 


should 


THEODORE N. TIEMEYER 

TEXT: 2 Tim. 1:12 °*For I know whom I have 
believed and I am sure that he is able to 
guard that which I have entrusted to him 
till that day.”’ 


pelling about the person who has firm 

convictions. St. Paul was such a man. 
There were times when. he frankly admitted, 
“1 know not.’’ There were times when he 
said, ‘“‘We know in part.’’ But there were 
other times when he would mount the bat- 
tlement of faith and proclaim as a certain 
trumpet, he 


| HERE is something persuasive and com- 


“IT know! 

What a contrast to our modern mood of 
uncertainty! The man on the street seems 
to know the answers and have opinions on 
any subject except those pertaining to God, 
his soul, and eternal life. The modern intel-: 
lectual fakes pride in declaring himself to 
be an agnostic. In either case, when queri- 
ed on matters of faith, they shrug their 
shoulders and mutter, ‘‘Who knows?’’ Gov- 
ernment officials have invented a new lan- 
guage called “‘gobble-de-gook.”’ It is the 
art of taking a simple ideas which could 
be expressed in one sentence and obsur- 
ing it with a fog of verbacity until no one 
knows just what is meant, and everyone is 
at least sure that the author is not. 

Living as we do in this haze of verbal 
subterfuge, we welcome a man like paul, 
who declares, ‘I know!’’ He stands out in 
bright contrast to his fellow beings as the 
sun against a background of flickering fire- 
flies. This trait earned him the admiration 
even of skeptics and enemies. 

Paul wrote two fatherly letters to his 
protege, Timothy, and counselled him on 
the need of witnessing and the possible 
dangers that might arise from it. A Chris- 
tian should let his light shine but, let’s 
face it, not all people will rejoice or take 
kindly to his witnessing. Some will resent 
it; some will ridicule; some will call you 
foolish and tempt you to be ashamed of- 
your convictions. Paul then emphasizes that 
he is not ashambed and follows this with 
one of the great affirmations of our faith, 
“I know whom I have believed and I am sure 
that he is able to guard that which I have 
St. Mark’s Evangelical and Reformed Church 
New Albany, Indiana 
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KNOW 


entrusted to him till that day.”” This is what 
Paul knew. This is what he wanted Tim- 
othy to know. This is what every Christian 
should know. Let’s examine it more closely. 


I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED. Note 
the tense of the verbs. “‘I know’’ is present 
tense; ‘‘] have believed’’ is past. This in- 
dicates a progressive faith. Properly, the 
soul should grow from belief to knowledge. 
Belief is good but it is not the ultimate. 
Some people believe in anything; some will 
sooner believe evil than good. To believe 
in good, even though it cannot be proven, 
represents another upward step to a higher 
level called faith. 

To have faith in God’s word is commend- 
able, yet it is not the highest level of spirit- 
ual growth. Malachi tells us that the Lord 
says, ““Try me and see.”’ Perhaps you be- 
lieve that the meek will inherit the earth 
and you believe that if you give, it will be 
given unto you in full measure. Yet, unless 
you try these promises by practicing meek- 
ness and giving, you will not know if God’s 
word is reliable. Once you put the rules of 
God’s kingdom into practice and behold the 
results, you will have reached the highest 
level of Christian awareness. You will be 
able to say, “‘I know!”* 

A growing Christian must not be content 
with a creed. A creed is another person’s 
experience. The difference between the 
great religious leaders and their disciples 
is that the disciples believed and their- 
leaders knew! Followers fashion creeds from 
the personal experiences of their spiritual 
masters. Creeds are good supports until we 
learn to stand on our own feet. They are 
like water-wings to a child until he learns. 
to swim. 

In your spiritual development, it may be 
that the biggest step you must take will be~ 
from faith to knowledge. This requires a 
strong faith to begin with. Then it demands — 
patient, persistant practice of divine law. 
It means testing and strengthening your own 
soul, It means a spiritual discipline shot 
creates of you a Christ-like person whom — 
God can use and through whom He can re- 
veal His will. 

Thomas Paine was a statesman and an 
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sineer. He designed a suspension bridge 
span the Delaware River. Others scoffed 
it and asked, ‘‘How can a bridge stand 
thout piers and pilings??’ When he was 
| France, their engineers also ridiculed it 

d said it was contrary to physical law. 
cars later, John Roebling studied the sus- 
nsion bridge design and began to experi- 
nt with methods of supporting the weight. 
> took 19 steel wires and twisted them, 
d then took 6 such strands and wrapped 
em around each other until he developed 
= steel cable. Then be built the Brooklyn. 
idge, --a masterpiece of suspension which 
ars testimony to Paine’s faith and Roeb- 
ig’s conviction. One believed; the other 
ew. 

The road that leads from belief to knowl- 
ge may prove lengthy and precarious, but 
w tragic to find stunted souls who can 

ver proclaim, ‘‘I know.’’ It may seem 

od torecite for a whole lifetime, “I be- 


ve in God the Father Almighty and in 


sus Christ. I believe in the forgiveness 

sins and life everlasting.’’ But how much 
re satisfying if, before you reach the end 
life on earth you can declare, “‘I know God, 
heavenly Father; I know Jesus the Christ, 
Lord. I know the manifestations of di- 
e grace and love.”’ 


AM SURE THAT HE 1S ABLE TO GUARD 
'AT WHICH I HAVE ENTRUSTED TO HIM. 
terally this means that God is able to take 
re of my deposit. God is a safe deposit. 
fer than a bank vault, safer than Ft. Knox. 
ke that which is most important in your 
e and deposit it with your God. 

And what is most important? Just what is 
tremendously valuable that it should be 
t into God’s hands for safe keeping? The 
e Dr. Clarence Macartney put it this way, 


e Expositor 


“Tf you were to take all the glory of the sun 
and the moon and the stars,and all the world, 
and compound it into one object, it would 
be a cheap, pale, dull thing compared to the 
majesty and glory of a single soul, a soul 
that was worth so much that for its redemp- 
tion Christ shed His precious blood upon a 
cursed tree.’’ There is your answer. The Ul- 
timate in value is your eternal soul, your 
spiritual lineage, the infinite spirit that 
God breathed into your clay at the moment 
you were born. 


HE IS ABLE TO GUARD THAT WHICH I 
HAVE ENTRUSTED TO HIM TILL THAT- 
DAY! What Day? Paul does not necessarily 
speak of a day of judgment or the day of 
doom, nor of a once-in-a-lifetime crisis. 
Judgment can take place daily and each day 
has its crises of varying importance. Know 
Your God and put your life confidently into 
His keeping and He will sustain you in any 
difficulty of any day. 

It may be a day of temptation when you 
are attacked at a particularly vulnerable 
spot. Let no one think temptation is an 
amusing fantasy that belongs to legends 
or out-moded theologies. Literature may 
make silly caricatures of the devil, but the 
assault of evil upon a tottering soul is no 
matter for amusement. Let no one think him- 
self immune to common temptations. You 
may say, “I am above being tempted to 
steal, kill, or commit adultery’? and then 
fall into the pit of pride, vanity, or self- 
ishness. We may often succumb to minor 
temptations that seemingly bring no suf- 
fering or penalty, but the day comes when 
one more slip may prove one too many. It 
may be that critical temptation when the 
power of the will hangs in the balance and 
the direction of a life may be determined 
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by the next decision. On that day, know 
that your life is safely deposited with the 
Eternal and He will keep you firm. 

It may be the day of physical limitation. 
Our bodies seem poorly equipped to cope 
with mechanical monsters like trucks, bull - 
dozers, diesel trains, and pile drivers. Yet 
God has placed a celestial power within us 
to control these gaS-consuming, gear-grat- 
ing bebemoths. We have also been placed 
in a world of germs, virus, decay and dis - 
ease, but God has given us an inner resist- 
ance. He who puts his trust in the Most 


High will be able to withstand without fear, 
If we fall prey to these enemies, know that 
the God who made you can remake you! That 
he who created you can re-create you. Let 
your physical self be deposited in the se- 
cure embrace of God, knowing that He is 
able to guard your physical welfare as well 
as your spiritual. 

It may be in the day of loss of a loved 
one. When a beloved companion slips across 
the barrier, such an experience can shat- 
ter faith or bring a reaction of bitterness, 
For this day all must prepare by knowing the 
infinite concern of Almighty God and en- 
trusting our loved ones daily to His care. 
Then, when that parting hour arrives, we 
yield them to God with the knowledge that 
“life is ever Lord of death, and love can 
never lose tts own!’* 

Or it may bethe day when you realize that 
you are nearing the sunset of your own life. 
Age, weakness, the dimness tell you that 
the inevitable call will soon come. Some 
people fight against it; some numb their 
senses so that they lose consciousness of 
real life, long before death calls. Others 
have so long entrusted their future to God 
that with Job they say, ‘‘I know that my 
Redeemer liveth and though this body be 
destroyed, mine eyes shall behold Him, and 
not as a stranger.”’ If we become aware of 
that invisible Presence now and entrust 
our days to Him, His Presence will hover 
over us on that last day and for the TIME- 
LESSNESS that follows, 

On November 8, 1954, ninety-five musi- 
cians assembled in Carnegie Hall to give 
one of the strangest concerts of all time. 
After they had tuned their instruments, a 
hush fell over the people but no conduc- 
tor walked on to the stage. The orchestra 
began to play but the podium was empty. 
This was the famous NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra which had so long been conducted 
by Arturo Toscanini. At the death of the 
maestro, the organization had been disban- 
ded. Yet, one year later, they met and played 
together superbly. The memory of Tosca- 
nini’s directing and interpretations linger- 
ed with them and hovered over them like 
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an invisible spirit. For many years he had 
been preparing them for this day. The mu- 
sicians knew their conductor and entrusted 
to him their finest talents. 

By going beyond the ante-room of belief 
into the radiant Temple of knowledge, we- 
find it easier to entrust all things to the 
God we know through Christ. We deposit 
with Him our lives and loved ones, our fears, 
dreams, hopes, and sincere desires of the 
soul. In turn we bask in the glorious reali- 
zation that His unseen Spirit hovers over 
our lives, directing our ways in harmony. 

The journey from belief to knowledge can 
be the most rewarding pilgrimage of your 
life. As you near the completion of that jour- 
ney, may you be able to affirm with Paul, 
*{— know whom I have believed and I am 
sure that he is able to guard that which I 
have entrusted to him till that day.’’ 


PARENTAL 


RESPONSIBILITY 


TEXT: 1 Sam. 3:13 ‘'For 1 have told him thai 
I will judge his house forever for the ine 
iquity that he knoweth; because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he restrained: 
them not.’ 


OMPLAINS a teenager, “‘My dad keeps 
quarterbacking me, and my mom wants 
me to do everything without reminding 
me. You don’t know if you are expected to 
be eight or eighty. It’s rough!”’ In the same 
book, Dr. Dorothy Baruch, quotes the father 
as saying; ‘‘My kid has me stumped. One 
day he’s reading about world affairs and dis- 
cussing them like an old man. The next day, 
he’s tearing up bits of sponge and floating 
them in the tub like a two-year-old, claim- 
ing he’s carrying on great experiments. He’s” 
neither-nor! You don’t know how to treat 
him.” : 
These quotes show that the problem F 
parents and children is still the same as it 
was in the days of Eli. You.will recall that 
Eli was both priest and judge in the days 
when Samuel was born. When you examine his 
record you will find that in many respects, 
he was a man of various accomplishments. 
There was no position more difficult than 
the calling of his life and yet he served Is 
rael in that position for forty years. That 


reer, which clearly indicate that he was alsc 
a man of pleasing disposition, always che 


April, 195 


MANITOWOC 
1214 LINCOLN AVE, P.O.BOX 208-WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 


CHURCH 


CHURCH 
Beauty of Design-Exceptional Quality 


SEATING 


True beauty of design is maintained by Manitowoc 
Studios through careful study for Architectural cor- 
rectness and close attention to proportion. 


Exceptional quality is maintained through modem 
facilities and methods which assure our customers of 
the finest in Seating and Chancel Woodwork. 


For America’s Finest in Church Furniture, consult 


FURNITURE 


COMPANY 


| and good-natured. Besides, he was also 
ry generous as it may be seen from his at- 
ude toward Samuel. In short, he had many 
ings to recommend him and in general it 
n be said that he was notably success- 
| in his life and work. As a father, How- 
er, he was an utter failure. ‘““‘His sons 
ide themselves vile,’’ says our text, “‘and 
restrained them not.”” 
The tragedies that followed in the wake of 
at failure were as far-reaching as they were 
vere, First of all, it wrecked his home and 
stroyed his family forever. His sons were 
lled in battle and when that unhappy news 
ached Eli he was so stunned by the blow 
at he fell over backwards and broke his 
ck. That ended the house of Eli and in 
is instance we are definitely told that this 
.s an act of divine judgment upon the wick- 
ness of his sons. 
But as Eli brought ruin upon his house, so 
was also responsible for the ruination of 
e Church. Though he knew how evil his 
ms were, yet he permitted them to minis- 
r at the altar of God and thereby led men 
despise and disown the faith of their 
thers. 
By the same token he was also respon- 
ble for the defeat of the nation in the war 
ith the Philistines. Due to the evil influ- 
ice of his sons, there was little or no mo- 
le left in the ranks of Israel. They could 
| longer be sure they were on God’s side. 
1ey went into the battle with rusty swords 
d broken bows and came out with utter de- 
Ate 
How, we ask, could a good man bring a- 
ut so much evil? How could a pious priest 
‘the author of so much impiety? How could 
godly man be responsible for so much un- 
dliness? The text gives us the answer. It 
lls us that Eli failed so disastrously in 
e end, because he failed to restrain the 
il of his sons, He knew what they were do- 


e Expositor 


ing, but he did nothing about it. And so he 
shared their guilt by allowing it. But why 

did he fail to restrain his sons in their pur- 

suit of evil? Doubtless, it was because he 
was too lackadasical, too easy-going, too 

soft in his attitude toward his own.Our weak- 
ness often lies on the side of our strength. 
Generous and good-natured as he was, he 
would naturally be inclined to follow the 
course of least resistance, and let his sons 
have their way until there was no longer 
any way out. If junior wanted the car, it 

was easier to let him have it than to see - 
him sulk the rest of the day. If junior stayed 
out all hours of the night, it was easier to 

let the lights burn than to wait up for him. 

If junior caused trouble in school it was 
easier to blame the school than the scholar, 
If junior wanted to play with matches, it was 
easier to have the house insured than to take 
the matches away. That, doubtless, was 
Eli's approach to the problem of child train- 

ing. 

Nor is his method out of date. In fact, it 
is quite modern. One of the basic principles 
in all contemporary philosophy of education 
is the freedom of expression, which means - 
that the child is to have the maximum free- 
dom to do as it sees fit. The unhappy result 
of this philosophy is everywhere apparent. 
To what extremes it may lead has been clear. 
ly demonstrated in the schools of New York. 
In a statement on that subject the school 
superintendent, William Jansen, said in part: 
‘*They sit and watch you like snakes, wait- 
ing for the first sign of weakness, It’s 
frightening when you know that some of 
the boys carry switchblade knives. There’s 
always a first test. One of them will start 
yelling, singing, or jumping over chairs. 
They know you cannot punish them physi- 
cally or expel them. You must never raise 
your voice to them. If you argue you are 
conceding their right to yell at you. You 
must never stand near them, and never touch 
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them. Hatred for the teacher is part of their 
code and they must react or lose face if you 
do.’” When you read something like that you 
can’t help but wonder whether you are in 
America or in the jungles of Africa. And yet, 
situations like that are inevitable for the 
harvest will always correspond to the seed. 
What men sow that they will also reap. As 
long as the people of our age are committed 
to the notion that children are born in inno- 
cence and that they must never be restrain- 
ed if they are to develop perfectly, how can 
they help but rear a generation like the sons 
of Eli? : 

That, then, is the kind of world in which 
we are living today. The whole thinking of 
our age has béen channeled in that direction. 
Everywhere parents are practicing what they 
have been taught and children are behaving 
accordingly. To be different in that kind of 
an environment is extremely difficult for 
both parents and children. In a situation 
like that we are inclined to yield to the 
spirit of the times and take the easy way 
out. Like our neighbors, we can rational- 
ize ourselves into thinking that we are mere- 
ly progressive,- and kind and good if we 
eschew all discipline and let our child- 
ren grow up by the comic book code. But 
that is not how God would have it. When 
He pronounced that judgment upon Eli, He 
wanted to make it plain to all fathers and 
mothers that He will hold them responsible 
for the proper training of their children. 
They are to realize that far from being in- 
nocent, the imagination of man’s heart is 
evil from his youth and that every child 
needs to be trained in the way he should 
80. 

In this program of training we must, of 
course, have some definite aim, or goal, 
as we do in all other fields. What is it that 
we want of our children? That has to be 
made unmistakably clear in our own minds 
before we can begin to train the child in 
the way he should go! Without definite goals 
in view, we will be confused and so will 
the child. And so, to repeat, it is most es- 
sential to know clearly what we want of 
our child, 

Well, then, what is it that we want? At 
a recent exhibition in our city a little lad, 
with eye-shadow, rouge and lipstick, was 
presented in a recital of popular tune hits 
of the day. Though he was only of primary 
age, he could sing with all the sensual in- 
flection of his adult models, It is quite ob- 
vious that the mother of this child knew 
what she wanted and that she was making 
a good job of it. Is that what we want? Do 
we want our children to be expert crooners, 
beauty contest queens, champion hot-rod- 
ers, swooning boby-soxers, heau-brummels 
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and magazine cover manequins? If so, we 
need merely do as Eli did and let the comic 
books and TV take over. 

But surely, Christian parents have high- 
er ideals than that! They realize that the 
children are God’s creation, redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ and that as 
such they ought to be trained on the high- 
est spiritual plane of life. To this end we 
want our children to learn to evaluate things 
properly. We want them to develop the judg- 
ment that can distinguish between treasure 
and trash, between Back and boogie, be- 
tween truth and falsehood. We want them 
to grow in the appreciation of spiritual val- 
ues, quality and beauty, and strive for the 
prize of their high calling in Christ! We 
want them to be able to prove all things 
and hold fast that which is good. We want 
boys and girls who have enough sanctified 
sense to say to their companions to count 
them out when some evil thing is planned. 
We want boys and girls who know that you 
can’t find eternal values in a dime store, or 
health and happiness in specific, widely- 
advertised locations. To develop that judg 
ment, they need to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
for that knowledge and growth they must 
depend largely upon their parents. Are you 
providing that training in your home? Are 
we giving them every opportunity to acquire 
that training in Sunday school,junior Bible- 
class, and confirmation class? 

Again, we want our children to be rever- 
ent. If there is one characteristic that marks 
our generation it is the brash disregard for 
everything that is high and holy. Writers and 
educators everywhere complain about the 
lack of respect whether it be for the teacher 
in the schoolroom, or for the hoary headed 
man on the street. How much thought is 
today for the sacredness of the Lord’s Day, 
which we have sanctified with the Word of 
God and Prayer? How much respect is there 
for father and mother, whom God has ap- 
pointed to be His representatives to the 
children? It is this lack of reverence that 
makes for so much of that delinquency that 
we read about in the papers every day. In 
this irreverent age we want our children to 
acquire a deep and abiding sense of rever- 
ence. We want them to respect themselves 
and we want them to respect their fellowman. ~ 
There is nothing more impressive than an _ 
infant with folded hands stammering out 
its first syllables of prayer. And that is 
the reverent attitude in which we would 
have our children grow up and appear at 
last at the gates of heaven. But if they are — 
to cultivate that virtue, if they are to have 
an instinctive feeling of reverence for all 
things they must be trained to revere God 


April, 1957 


s the Creator and Preserver of all things. _ ————_—_———____._ 
Then again, to add just one more thought, 4 

ye want our children to feel secure. No matcl Church CHindows 

er what book you may read on child psy- 

hology, you will oon cae a long eons | ST ana ene GLASS WORKS 

er on security in a child’s life. It is point- - - Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 

d out that many of the problem lara | Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 

re youngsters who grew up without a sense and Ecclesiastical Glass 

f security. Often they are the orphans atl 

livorce, children whose home and family - 

ife has been wrecked; children who feel ie 

hat they are not wanted; children who do PIPE ORGANS 

ot belong. Then there are those Ore 


ome life has been a bedlam of Slater | of Distinction 


vho have been scolded from morning till 


tight and who never knew which way the AUSTIN ORGANS INC 
e J 


vind would blow. Poor waifs like that will 
aturally grow up in utter bewilderment, Sel RMN LaDy oe eAs Ms Ae = Ue hon ds 


vithout any confidence in themselves or 


myone else. Christian parents, of pecire,| “THE SANITARY” eines Cups 


vill avoid such folly. They know that Chris- 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


ian discipline doesn’t mean to rant med | Wa nerne ae Pe cers . ; 
: : : on set as 1 i 
ave continually, but to differentiate sharp-! ceremeny and leads the 


y between right and wrong, and let the field errpeae a Bers 
hild know exactly where the boundry line cacauy! aki sinut in ¢ 
is. They know that Christian discipline - | aher aeee ‘ans isl 
aust be consistent. They will not laugh at : 
unior’s pranks one day and spank him for | 
t the next. They will not make him goto 
hurch one Sunday and make him stay home 
he next. All such parental inconsistancy 
makes for confusion and insecurity in a 
hild’s life. But needful as a good, har- 
ionious home is to security of a child’s life, 
t needs even more than that. Children also 
ave feelings about belonging to God, and | 
hen only when they can be sure that they 
2ally belong to Him through Christ; only | 
then they can be assured that they are His 
shildren by the washing or regeneration 


nd renewing of the Holy Ghost in a FAILURE TO SIGN MEANS 
ism, can they really feel secure in life | O¢s OF FORTUNE IN INSURANCE 
nd death. That’s the security that David 
ad in mind when he wrote: “‘When my fa- A newspaper dispatch said: Influenza not 
her and my mother forsake me, then the only caused the death of Richmond Levering, 
ord will take me Up.’’ And that’s the se- wealthy oil operator, but deprived his estate - 
urity that we want our children to have, of $700,000 insurance, because of his fail - 
s we bring them up in the nurture and ad- ure to sign and premiums on the policies 
1onition to the Lord. for that amount, which he had contracted 
Before we can so train our children, how- for before he was stricken with fatal ill- 
ver, we need to train ourselves by study ness. wee 
nd discipline in Christian knowledge and When the agent went to the client’s office 
irtue. There is much truth in the complaint he was told that Mr. Levering had become 
f the youngster who said: ‘‘Parents are very ill earlier in the day. There could be 
eople, who try to help you, but don’t know no tender of the policies, as the client was 
ou well enough to do so.’? Let that bit of not there to sign, so they were returned to 
fisdom from the mouth of babes and suck- the agent’s office. 
ings teach us to bring our barns and busi- Death followed before Mr. Levering had 


ess and profession into proper relation- opportunity to complete the insurance trans- 
if i siness as Christian action. 
| ie apr Failure to declare the GREAT ‘I WILL*’ 


arents that we may be a real blessing to : : AT I 
F : : J to the appealing, loving Christ is costing 
ur children for time and eternity. Amen eer, titers Mherdlapine hte ie 


i 7 lent ser- 
(T bis vitally-necessary, excel , 
mon was not identifed by name, nor lo- vation. LET US DECLARE NOW! 


cation. Author please write us.) 


he Expositor Page 107 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Circular and quotations on request ; 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


el ROBES | 


Catalog and fine selections of 


i 
Ug 
i 


Fair Prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 


DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 


1153 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


esse [c= ola of mee Io] 
OGD OGD ACO 


DOCTRINAL PREACHING TODAY 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Abingdon. 224-p.in- 
cluding a 2-p Scriptutal Index and 6-p Top- 
ical Index. $3.00 


Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, Teacher, Au- 
thor, Preacher, needs no introduction to 
the Preaching Profession, and this volume 
of ‘‘Case Studies of Bible Passages’’ will 
provide the answer to present-day needs 
to many who wish to return to Doctrinal- 
Preaching, advocated by Dr. Blackwood. 


Part 1. Meeting the Needs of Hearers, is 
divided into chapters, beginning with the 
‘‘Needs of Churchgoers’’, “‘Return to Doc- 
trinal Preaching’’, ‘‘Doctrine in Soul-Win- 
ning Sermons’’, etc. to Part 11. Preparing 
a Doctrinal Sermon, involving Choice of 
Doctrine to Preach, Treatment, Related 
Readings, Teaching, Need for Sturdy Struc- 
ture, Illustrations from Life, Mastery of a 
Teaching Style, Joys of a Doctrinal Preach- 
er; Related Readings, Index of Passages 
for Preaching, Index of Persons and Sub- 
jects. 


EVANGELISM THROUGH THE LOCAL CHURCH 
Roy H. Short, Abingdon. 126-p. $2.00 


Bishop Roy Hunter Short, Nashville, Tenn.., 
Area of the Methodist Church, tells ‘those - 
who come seeking*® how the Gospel of Salva- 
tion may be made known by both pulpit and -- 
PEW. The 16-chapters of this book will open 
the way, to those who come seeking in a dedi- 
cated way. You will not put this book aside, 
after you have read the first chapter, until 
you have read the other 15-chapters, and we 
believe the way for your local group may 
be opened through your findings in this 
book, dedicated to ‘‘, . companion on the 
itinerant raad’’, which applies to one and 
all of us. 


REVIVAL TIMES IN AMERICA 
Fred W. Hoffman, Wilde. 189-p, $3.75 

A challenge to all churches in America 
to unite in believing prayer for a nation- 
wide spiritual revival as the only hope of 
the nation in the present hour. 

The author first sets forth the perils now 
threatening America, as seen in present-day 
moral and spiritual conditions, and describes 
the divine laws which govern ¢he bringing- 
about of revival, and then tells the thrilling 
story of the recurring times of spiritual a- 
wakening which have kept America strong 
throughout her history; the Great Awaken- 
ing in 1740, the Revival of 1800, the revival 
ministries of Charles G, Finney, Dwight L. 
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Moody, Prayer Revival of 1857, and middle 
20th century. 


FAMOUS STORIES OF AMERICAN HYMNS 
Ernest K. Emurian, Wilde. 185-p. $2.50 


This volume of 50-Famous-Hymn stories, 
by the author of ‘‘Plays and Pageants for 
Many Occasions’ will serve to make mem- 
bers of the congregation more Hymn Con- 
scious thus making the singing of the Sc- 
cred Hymns more vital to the worshipper. 
Equally important is the volume in the Re- 
ligious department for children,’ as a basis 
for taking part in the services, 


CONTEMPORARY EVANGELICAL THOUGHT 
Edited by Carl F. H. Henry, Channel Press. 
320-p of which seven are deoted to Selective 
Bibliography and Author Index. $5.00 


Ten American scholars sketch the contem- 
porary relevance of evangelical Christianity 
in this sweeping survey of the present cen- 
tury of theological debate: Andrew W. Black- 
wood, Carl F. H. Henry, Earle E. Cairns, 
Dirk Jellema, Gordon Haddon Clark, Harold 
Kuhn, Frank E. Gaebelein, Roger Nicole, 
Everett F, Harrison, Edward Joseph Young. 

These scholars present their views,reach- 
ing into major spheres of life and thought- 
theology, philosophy, ethics,science, history; 
education, biblical studies, apologetics, evan- 
gelism and preaching-they discuss familiar 
fields with an eye on the theilogical turmoil 
of our times. 

They confirm an uneasy feeling that the 
loss of inherited ideas and ideals by the 
west is due in part at least to the indiffer- 
ence and hostility to biblical Christianity 
spawned by Protestant Liberalism. But the 
neglect of evangelical theology during the 
past half century, and the tragic conse- 
quences of this for the west, is not their 
only emphasis, for the volume pin-points 
evangelical emphases of permanent valid- 
ity. 

It evaluates current contributions from 
the side of conservative Christianity to the 
scene. It is a treasury of information about 
contemporary evangelical writers and writ- 
ings. It sketches guide-lines for effective 
evangelical impact. It provides a selective 
working bibliography in its ten fields of 
evangelical interaction. 


UNDERSTANDING and COUNSELING the 
Alcoholic, Through Religion and Psy- 
chology, by Howard J. Clinebell, Jr., 
Abingdon, 352-p, $3.75 


The author of this volume, Howard J, 
Clinebell, Jr., is pastor of The Methodist 
Church, Great Neck, N. Y., and lecturer in 
the department of religious education, New 
York University. : 
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.Y., where he received a certificate in ap- 
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coholism. Part 3: the Minister’s Approach - 
to Alcoholism; 7. Ethical Problem.8. Ground- 
work for Counseling. 9. Principles for Coun- 
seling. 10. Helping the Family. 11. Preven- 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH 
IN AMERICAN LUTHERNISM 

Conrad Bergendoff, Muhlenberg Press. 
93-p. No price given. 


Delivered as the Knubel-Miller Founda- 
tion Lectures for 1956, by Conrad Bergendoff, 
President of Augustana College, Rock Is- 
land, Illinois, and a member of the Lutheran 
joint Commission on Liturgy, writer for pub- 
lications, and author of several books, in- 
cluding a new volume, “‘Holy Catholic Apos- 
tolic Churcb.** 
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THE CHRISTIAN ETHOS 


By Werner Elert 


‘*A reliable guide through the 
complexities of ethical debate. 
_. . Lby] ‘‘one of the most im- 
portant Lutheran theologians 
of this generation. 
— Bishop Hans Lilje. $6.00 


LUTHER ON VOCATION 


By Gustav Wingren 


One of Sweden's leading the- 
ologians writes on the rela- 
tionship between Luther's doc- 
trine of vocation and_ his 
theology. $3.50 


At all book stores 
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Finding God 


A new series from The Upper Room, filled 
with help for the person who yearns for the 
consciousness of God. 
"Until a man has found God and been 
found by God he begins at no beginning, 
he works to no end.'' — H. G. Wells. 
You will want to own the complete series: 
FINDING GOD THROUGH SAINT PAUL 
Walter Russell Bowie 
FINDING GOD THROUGH PRAYER 
C. Irving Benson 
FINDING GOD THROUGH’ SUFFERING 
Maldwyn Edwards ; 
FINDING GOD THROUGH SERVICE 
John W. Branscomb 
FINDING GOD THROUGH THE FAMILY 
W. Clark Ellzey 
FINDING GOD WITH THE SAINTS 
Thomas S. Kepler 
MEETING GOD THROUGH BIBLE POETS 
Andrew W. Blackwood 
MEETING GOD THROUGH THE BIBLE 
Nels F. S. Ferre 
15¢ each, 8 for $1.00. 100 or more, 10¢ each. 
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The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn. 


Page 110 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


an 


BELLS & CHIMES 


Maas-Rowe Co. 


109 


GOWNS & ROBES 
CHAIRS & TABLES (Pulpit & Choir) 
(Folding ) 


MomeciCamenn meee Cotrell & Leonard L( 


Redington Co. 110 DeMoulin Bros. If 


Ward & Co.,C.E. I 
CHURCH FURNITURE Teas: 
Josephinum Co. 110 
Manitowoc Furn. 105 


103. INSURANCE 


Redington Co. 
Ministers Life 


CHURCH ORGANS 
Austin Organ Co. 107 


Presby. Min. Fund 1 


CHURCH WINDOWS PUBLISHERS 


St. Joseph ArtiGL107 = |. nese" teas aa 


Muhlenberg Press 11 
COMMUNION WARE 
San.Com. Service 107 


Upper Room 1] 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


of 
ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 
and 
DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
Since 1884 


e@ 
Designed and Produced 
by 


THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


April, 1957 


